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COMMISSIONER: 


Colonel A, M. S. Neave 


| a oe A 

LT, GEN®RAL HANS REINHARDT, a witness, took the stand and testified 
as follows: 

COLONEL NEAVE: What is your name? 

THE WITNESS: Hans Reinhardt. 

COLONEL NEAVB; Will you repeat this oath efter me: 

I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak 
the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 

(The witness repeated the oath.) 


COLONEL NEAVE: You may sit down. 3 
ewe woe ey 
Dr. Laternser, the Tribunal ade a decision on the point 3 
jut row A 
mentioned. jI understand they will discuss it this afternoon. 


RECT EXAMINATION, 
COLONEL NEAVE; Dr. Laternser, you cen tell us what this witness 


is going to bring out. Do you have a copy of the aplication now? 
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DR. LATERNSER: I wish to interrogete the witness on the follow- 


1) The military leaders did not agree with the aims of the NSDAP, 

2) They took no part in the preparation of aggressive wars, 

3) There was no conspiracy or participation in crimes as given 
im Article 6. 

4) It wes impossible to resign or to alter the system. 

DR. KEMPNER: Mr. Commissioner, I want to raise the question of 
cupyptive evidence. This is exactly the third time thet we have interro- 
gated witnesses about the same topics. We had the seme statements in 
the case of Field Marshall VonRundstedt, General Von Leb and this witness, 

COLONEL NEAVE: Thank you for bringing ok this point here, 

Dr. Kempner, as I was just PEN aa to rese it myself. , 

DR. LATERNSER; I cannot be said in advance whether evicence is 
culmetive or not. 

COLONEL NEAVE;: The ouestion I am asking you is this. Is this 
wZtness going to bring out egg entirely new aspects of the matters which 

CoA yoy 
you/wish to prove and is he not going to repeat what the others said? 

DR. LATSRNSER; Not at all, Mr. Commissioner. The answer to 
the question whether the evidence is cu ~ ee can only be decided as to 
every individual question, j q wah ow 

COLONEL NEAVE: I am simply asking youf Of course, you are 
right sages the matters you state the witness will bring out have been 


covered before, = fr this witness is going to draw attention to m en- 


tirely new aspect of the same matters, then of course the commission will a 
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hear Ehin Please bear in mind that we have only two weeks longer for the 
hearings. 
DR. LATERNSER: Please judge each individuel question. 
COLONEL NEAVE: Yes, 
BY DR, LATERNSER; 
Witness, what was your last grade in service? 
General. 
Were you a member of the General Staff? 
Yes, 
Q What was your function? 
A I joined the General Steff during the first World war in 1916. 
I then was a member of the General Staff until the end of the World War. 
I then alternated between duty with the Generel Staff and on the front. 
Twice I was with the General Staff with the OKH in Berlin. From 1927 to 
1931 I was 2 teacher and the director of the training course for assistant 
leaders. From 1933 to 1937 I was the chief of the Army Training Section 
in the Supreme Commander of the army. Since 1937, I was no longer a 
member of the General Steff. 
Q What was your function in the Polish campaign? 


I was a commander of the 4th Panzer Tank Division. 


At that time the rank was Major General. 


A 
Q What was your rank, 
A 
Q 


When did you become Commander in Chief? 
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A In Merch, 1942, I became the commander of the 3rd Panzer Tank 
Army. 

Q What was your lest function? 

A On the 16th of August, 1944, I was charged with the commanding 
jod of Army Group Center. From this function, I was deposed in January, 
1945, Since then I have not been in active service. 

Q While you were in the supreme command of the army or later when 
you had command of troops, did you become acquainted with any unified 
agressive plans of the Fuehrer? 

A No, never. 

Q Did you hear by any chance from conversation of such transactions? 

A No., 

Q What was your position in November of 1937? 

A In November of 1937 I was the commander of the Rifle Brigede of 
the First Tenk Division. 

Q As you know, Hitler called a conference in the beginning of November, 
1937 with the commanders of the different army groups. Hitler presented his 


plans for the future to the commanders, 
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g I want to knw whether you have received any 
orders after November 1937, from which it might be concluded 
that there were intentions of aggression against any 
neighboring country in such a manner that you as a commander 
of troops might suppose that politics had rienced a 
different changed course or that such change of course might 
appear at any time? 

A No, we have not had anything, næ had our traxniogex 
training course been changed in anyway. The only thingszx is 
have seen here which taught me anything about this conference 

Q Are you acquainted wi he goals o 1¢ Wehrmacht 
in the Third Reich and what were these aims? 

A Of course, I heard about the aims of the Wehrmacht 
in my capacity as chief of the army training section. I think 
one would have to tell the chief of the training section 
these because the training, after all, was the defensive 
part of the armament. The goal whim it tried toachieve 
was without any double meanting the creation of a Wehrmacht 
for the protection of the Reich. The officers crops knew 
without any question that was the reason for the increase 
of the army. In order not to starve the beginning Germany 
and in order to wòid a repetition of such events as, for 


instance, the occupation of the Ruhr, whichwas a big burden 


on all of use I believe that xx we have done only ow 
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duty toward our country like every other officer in every 
country alsoe 

Q Nere the se aims influenced by party goals? 

A The party had no influence on these goalse Serhaps 
they had put some pressure on us to worke I do not know 
where from but several times we were approached that the 
armistice was too heavy and to great a burden. I do not 
know exactly what the source was for that sort of thing. 

q hat was the rela tionship of the position of the 
Wehrmacht to the SA? 

A The Wehrmacht and SA were entirely separate organ-= 
izations andas I saw them thus. The SR and SA was unmilitary 
organi zation. It was not a military organization. However, 
Rx in the time which is to say the time before the army 
attempted to take it's om military road, as far as I know 

Reichsfurhwer 55 
Roehm intended to become/imiahkxWarxminizize and o ganized 
the SR and the military and that is why the chief of the 
army, General Von Fritsch rejected any military training 
of the SA, 


Q Were there in existence my other influences 


or attempts to influence the Wehrmachté 


A I do næ believe that there were other influences 
inthe army. + can only testify to the army not the entire 
Wehrmacht. 


Q What was the relationship to the WAffen SS? 





A N 
vom A 


sc, pase 3 A 


1200 = 1300 
22 June 1946 
Reinhardt 


A During the time I was chief of the training section 
of the army there was no such a thing as the Waffen SS as 
suche I think it was in 1936 they the organized SS started 
to organize single Umtuikkams battalians of the SS, We, 
by wder of the Reich Minister Von Blomberg had to put ow 
installations, such as engineers#?% and training areas 
at their disposal. General Von Fritsch and Von Bock both 
had it within their pw er to avoid such a situation, Wx 


to have not granted the SS anyt raining næ the Waffen Ss 


dg wanted help from use General Von Fritsch felt correctly 


that these incompetent things were a competition to the army. 
Nevertheless, s tatements were made several times that the 
army was the only institution to bear arms and the suspicions 
of Von Fritschwere a mistake, ard inthe end Rx Von Fritsch 
was shown to be correct. 

w What was the relationship of the Wehrmacht and 
the army to the pw er? 

A Not always without friction. There were party 
members and its le aders who maxkmadx nore doowveryxts akizhiyxx 
xarkağx looked with seriousness on it and it was looed 
on by the people onthe basis of a long tradition.0n the 
other hand, there were incidents between the amy commanders 
andthe party le aders in the several garrisons and pos sibly 
very severe criticism was voiced, particularly by the 
Older commanders in the army. “uite a few incidents emanated 


from this, which always had to be dealt with again and 
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as a 
again. As far as I m personally concerned/mxxry commander 


of a troop was concerned, I wish to state I had not exper ienced 
any major xmzidankkax incidents. 
& What was the attitude € the aœ ficers' corps toward 
Hitler? 
4 I do not believe therewas a single officer who 
did no back up Hitler in his extraordinary successes. Hitler 
had lead Germany out of it's utmost misery, both politically 
and in it's foreign politics and economically. Every thought 
had revealed that and had to stand behind the Fuehrer ard 
patriotism. 
Q Now violations against law were becoming very 
well known? 
COLONES NEAVE: Is that a questione 
DR. IATERNSER: We are now speaking about the 
attitude of the of ficers' corps toward Hitler and the 
question is to find out whether this attitude has been 
changed by the fact that violence and transgressions against 
the law had become known publicly. 
COLONEL NEAVE: I hadn't understood what the 
question wase 
WITNESS: 
A During txhasa the first period these 
acts of violence and transgressions against law as we 
heard about them were debited to the account of heroism 


and 
and it's accompanying appeals, /amk because it was heroism. 
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Later on we rejected such acts of heroism anā transgression 
against the law, 
Q ihat was the attitude toward the treaty of Versailles? 
A We of ficers in particular felt that the Treaty of 
Versailles constituted an undue demand on Germany. The 
fesling of the of ficers' corps was that basic parts of it 
had to be changed. 
Q Was that change to be accomplished by war? 

No, fa us, particularly veterans of the first world 
war it was entirely impossible since we were acquainted with the 
terrors of war. However we, as members of the general s taff, had 
enough records on hand to appreciate the sobriety of arms and 
the economic situation of the surrounding wuntries as oppaed 
to poor Germany. 

S What were the attitudes of the officers toward 
the Polish question? I wish torefer here to a statement 


submitted by the Prosecution, an affidavit signed by General 


Oberst Blaskowitz, USA 537. General Blaskowitz in this 


affidavit stated that the question of the Polish Corridor 
had to be sp}ved, and if necessary, by the use of arms. He 
added in his affidavit that this attitude was bad, according 
to all officers, is that correct? 

4 First talking about the attitude to tthe Polish 
question I believe that the questionof the Polish corridor 
was one of the most essential points of the Versailles 


Tpeaty. This question had tobe solved soon. I do not 
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understand how General Oberst Blaskowitz in comnection 
with this cantalk about ware Any one who hae experienced 
one world war on two or three fronts wul næ risk it 
again, poor as we were, with a tw œ three front war. 
I neve heard d@ any such intention to make war. 

K The officers thought in connection with this 
problem of the peaceful solution? 

A I may say here that we were most hopeful of 
peaceful solutions, but with the State and mxassprinting 

should 

press printing ads that our enemies too/mamkk make certain 
concessionsr egarding the Versailles Treaty. 

Q Do you know the Denkschrift written by this 
General Bon Beck? 
7 I do not know this report but I have heard 
of it. I dona believe that itwas possible to read 
it for the troop commanders. I know it's contents from 
the discussions about it and what the records said. 

Q In it “olonel General Von Beck stated that 
Germany could not possibly entertain any thoughts of a 


two front war. 


A I believe that General Beck in his repat ex 


pressed best the thoughtsof us all, We were also very 


- 


timuxenkorfmixmmkxmntyx zax less colorful, not only 
militarily, but taking armament pxsisg production into 
consideration, that even a one front war xgam against 


our heavily armed neighbors wuld be més t difficult, 





Com 


1200 = 1300 
22 “une 1946 
Reinhardt 


and also on two fronts woul have been impossible. 


According to your statements you were a member 


General Staff of the Supreme Command of the Army 
from 1927 to 1931, and from 1933 to 1957. You 


previously that 


he activity certain decisions of Hitler took 
such as leaving thi ue ' Nations, the 


4 anu yT yn y 
the soverignty 


ilow 
I have heard it in g eneral 

of Nationa, through the normal publicity service, and I 

remember in particular the publicity which was received 

by the Rhineland occupatione The Chief of the General 
chiefgeof the General Staff 

the occupation of the Rhineland. This 
conference rteds Gentlemen: ‘Two hours ago, 
hours ago, ie first German troops have marched 


the Rhine. I remember this particularly, becaus 


that time we were really astonished that it was 
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to keep m silent in the ministry and in the supreme command 
of the armye tvenwe chiefs of the sections o0 the General 
Staff did not know anything about it. 

Q Had there arisen through the methods ¢@ training 
a condition that a war might be possible through 


events? 


> 
4 


annual 
program for the tire army v had charge of mxyarythingzx 


the year, 


troops, and we also is 
stant le aders and for Command- 
training program from the 
having received during 


those four years even once a special action on any a 


ive intention. The motto which appeared she directive 


was "The struggle of the m x. rces." 


I know that resistance, which is the way 
the minority against superiority was the 
of the army, so that General Von Fritsch took measuress 


xm 
in 1936. I mve participated in conferences with Yom- 
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manders and know that he stated, and I mention that, b 
delaying tactics, which only accomplishes 
away of the troops, the holding and counter xx 
must be used. We cannot permit in case o 
the German land to be surrendered without a 
Q For four years you were the teacher 
le aders? 
A From 1927 to 1931. 
Q During this training was 
on aggressive philosphy? 
there was 
warse People were trained in aggressive tactics, and what 
we taught these commanders in the training courses, the 
foreign states themselves should very well know, 
two years I have had the highest and medium rate Russian 
ñn American Military Attache was also 
I think that all of these will be familiar 
with our training program as we put it into practice. ha 
Bpinurxne tions xparkikcizpakerxinxsusnxeEsunreasy 
Q “id other nations participate in such 


A I have had Goering as a pupil. After 


re-opening £ the war academy I don't know of my own know= 


ledge but Ibelieve that many members of the other states 
were pupils there. 
Q Up to what year didthe foreign d@ficers attend 


the lectures? 
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faras 1 know up to and including the year 


Q lere these assistant leaders also schooled 
politically? 
és There were given political lectures. “hile 
was there I had invited General Von Schleicher to tak, 
“embers of the Government party alsogave talks to the war 
ministrye The purpae of tie se le ctures was only to promote 
be ableto judge correctly 
was not possible fæ any special 
political training to be connected with it because the 
army and the Wehrmacht were not political. 
% L lieve that the preceding witnesses have 
offered sufficient testimony regarding the Wehrmacht and 


increase of the army. When did youbecome the Conmander 
of the first tark division? 
A The fourth tank division, 


I started tor e-organize anew 


Was this tank division at 


“ No, notat all. I have created the division 


from ‘ nothinge Eq ipment from basic units were given 


to me by other troops and they were so few and they came 
so slowly that at first the division could not be put 
up in it's proper stylee I was unable to put up a motor- 


exrx cycle rifle battalion and a panzer korps at first. 
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I wasa ble to put together with great labor an engineer 
companye The tank equipment was exceedingly weak, There 
wers almost at first no heavy modern tankSe They were only 
antiquated weak type of tanks available to me. 
& Was thee, taking into consideration a possibly 
coming Polish campaign, had yourtank division been e quipped 
or ganized properly at great speed? 
A Not at alle The very difficult work or organiz- 
this division was because & wrt of t livision 
totake part in the Czech invasion. Since the division 
was completely unready in it's strength for this invasion 
I was able with great difficulty to organize at le ast 
a mixed brigade sothat I could take part in the invasion 
of Gzecho Slovakia. With great difficulties in the commit- 
tment and I will say this to all, thank God there was no 
shooting. After this committment the a gm ization was 
continued fæ the Polish campaign without any specific 
goal known to me but sgseįificaliyxÊı perfectly normals 
Until thən the order for the committment in the Polish 


campaign arrived as a surprise. In this committment too 


o 
the division took part with the motorcycle battalign only, 


with one engineer company, and again with a great number 
of antiquated weak tanks. 


& Under these circumstances what was the a ttitude 
toward the Polich campaign on your ow part ard the 


part of your troops? 
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A The troops, men and officers I may say together, 


felt that a solution of the Polish Yorridor problem had 


become necessary. Besides every one was most impressed 


fonpanadipy violent measures being taken against German 


nationals in Poland which were publicized again and again 
by radio and press, butas a matter of fact no one thought 
of a war against Poland. Hitler had solved the Austrian 
and the Czech question without shedding any blood and e very 
one thought the same woul be possible with Poland, and 
granting that into the assembling area suddenly the march- 
ing of troops was called,and the general view was that 
this problem had been solved without any shedding of blood. 

Q Which army did you command at the beginning 
of the Russian campaign? 

A Iwas a Commanding General of the 41st Tank 
Corpse 

Q General were you given a command --- 

Tank 

A In March 1942 I had the Third/imt Army. Before 
that itwascalled a tank group. 1 was a commander from 
the beginning of Octher 1941. 

Q As Commander in Chief of the Third Tank Army 
did you have a SD Commando under you? 

A No sir, such a detachment was part of it in 


and economic 
an administrative/sense. 
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COLONEL NEAVEs Ask the witness to clarify that 
WS ntar. _ 
eussticom He said he did not have an SD commando under him 
but that it was attached to him in m economic sense. I 
don't understand it. 
DR. LATERNSER: I shall explain that in the 
next question. 
BY DR. IA TERNSER: 
Q What do we understand by that economic sense? 
A The economic attachment here means the care 
and missions @ water and food. 


COLONEL NEAVE: Youa sked him if it was under 


and 
u tt 


his command/he said "no. 


DR. LATERNSER: The next question will clarify 

it. 
BY DR. ImTERNSERB 

Q Who issued orders to the SD commando? 

A The Reichsfuhrer SS was the only author ity 
that issued œ ders to the SD and circumscribed their 
activities. We were not permitted to issue orders regard- 
ing this committment. 

Q Your statements conflict with the statements of 
the SS Fuhrer Olandorf and conflict with the statements 
of the Police General and the Waffen SS General both. These 
witnesses stated that technically and administratively 
this was in every possible way submdinate to the Commander 


Groupe 
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A These statements are false. 

Q tou stated previously that orders to the SD Com- 
mando were issued by the Reichsfyprer of the SS. Wereyou 
made acquainted withthe contents of these œ ders? 

A No sir, the SD remained silent. 

Q bo you know anything about the mxuzzmx murders 
with which the SD is charged? 

A No sir, during the war I Mars heard of mass 
murders only in regard to the ghettos and I have heard 
of the suppression of the insurrection co the Warsaw ghettos 
I have heard nothing of mass murder otherwise. 

Q Due to the SD commandos being attached in an 
economic way to your troops did you have any possibility 
to exercise any influence on the activities of this SD 
Commando? 

m I did not have that possibility since I was 
never made acquainted and never heard what they did. 
Incidentally, I believe that within the favor of anamy), 
the SD commando had very little effect. 

g Why? 

4 Because within my area of operations I was 
sole commander and the SD commando had no business. 

Q A document which has been submitted says that 
the leaders of an Einsatzgruppe A had particularly friendly 
relations with General Hoppner, do you know of the sector 


zQ 
General Hoppner was in? 


IS 
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A At the beginning of the Kussian campaign General 
Hoppner was the leader {£ my tank division. He was 
coming from the Hast Prussian area in the general direction 
of Leningrad. 
Q Yo you know anything about the Einsatzgruppe A 
which was committed to the “eningrad sector. 

A No, nothing is know to me about this Linsatzgruppe 
A, because I had here to advance with a tank group. We 
had an entirely different task than to wary about the SD 
inthe rear. 

Q The Commander in Chief of an Army, his day, 
I asume is plenty filled with military t asks which 
were essential whilb advancing? 

A It took night and day in order to fulfill 
our tasks and then if one spends all day with one's 
troops in the front lines, there are repar ts tobe worked 
on pertaining to the troops, and one divests oneself of 
whatever is unessential for this life. 

RXXXXE DR. IATERNSER: This bhapter has been 
finished now and I don't want to go into anothe chapter. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I think we will adjourn now 


until Monday morning. 


Fe Baia p eT 
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The foregoing is a true and cœ rect transcript 


the testimony of GENERAL OBERST HANS REINHAJ DT, taken on 


22 gune 1946. 
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Official transcript of testimony for the 
defense of ES e SE, taken before a 
Commission apvointed by the International 
Military Tribunal n to paragraph l 
f the order of the Tribunal cated 13 
March 1946.. 
22 June 19h46 
(The COMISSION CONVENED AT 1130 HOURS) 
COLL ISSION its 
Colonel i. 
O.K 
LT. GENERAL HiNS REINHARDT, a witness, took the stand 
s follows; 
COLONEL 1 What is your 
THE WITNES Hans Keinharcte 
COLONEL NEAVEs: Will you repeat this oath after me: 
I swear by God, the Almighty anc Omniscient, that I will speak ths 


withhold and add nothing. 


(The witness rej 


Lnternscr, the Tribunal have nct yet mce £ decision on the 
ou mentioned just nowe I understand they will discuss it this 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
COLONEL NEAVE: Dre Laternser, you can tell us what this witness 
you have a copy of the application now 
I wish to interrogate the witnesson the following 
The military loaders did not agree with the ains of the NSDAP e 
They took no part in the preparation of aggressive werSe 
3) Where was no conspiracy or participation in crimes 2s given in 
Article ee 
l) It was impossible to resign cr to alter the systeme 
KEMINER: Mre Commissioner, I want to raise the question of cumulative 
evicencee This is exactly the third time that we hve interrogated wit- 
nesses about the same topicse We had the same statements in the case of 


Ficld Marshall Von Rundstect, General von Lei> and this witness, 


NON 
Oa O 
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COLONEL NEAVE: Thank you for bringing up this point here, Dre Kempner, 
as Í was just going to raise it myselfe 
DR. LATERNSER: E cannot be said in advance whether evidence is 
cumulstive or note 
COLONEL NEAVE: The question I am asking you is this. Is this wit- 
cut entirely new aspects of the matters vhich you say 
ove and is he not going to repeat what the -thers said? 
LLTERNEFR: Not at all, Mre Commissivnere The answer to the 
question whether the evidence is cumulative can only be decided as to 
every individual questione 
COLONEL NEVE: I am simply asking you a questione Of course, you are 
richt but the matters you state the witness will bring cut have been coverc 
before. If this witness is going to draw attention to an entirely new as- 
pect of the same matter, then of course, the commission will hear hime 
Please bearin mind that we have only two weeks longer for the hearingSe 
DR. L«TERNSER: Please judge cach individual questicne 
COLONEL NAVE: Yese 
BY DR. LATERNSER: 
Witness, what was your last grade in service? 
General. 
Were you a member of the General Staff? 
Yese 
What was your function? 
A I joined the Gencral Staff curing the first Worlc Wer in 1916. 
I then was a member of the Gencral Staff until the end of the World War. 
T then alternated between duty with the General Staff and on ths fronte 
Twice I was with the General Steff with the OKH in Berlin. From 1927 to 


was a teacher and thedirector of te training course for assistant 


leacerse From 1933 to 1937 I was the chief of the Army Tratining Section 


in the Supreme Commander ofthe Armye Since 1937, I was no longer a member 
of the Gencral Staff. 

What was your fumction in the Polish campaign? 

I was a commander of the lth Fanzer Tank Divisione 

What wasyour rank? 


Lt that time the rank was Major Generel. 


When did you become Commander in Chief? M PAL | 
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A In March, 1942: I became the commander of the 3rd Panzer Tank Army.. 
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Q What was your last function ? 

A On the 16th of August, 194h,.I was charged with the commanding job 
of Army Group Center, From this function, I was deposed in January 1945.Sin: 
then I have not been in active services. 


Q While you were in the supreme command of the army or later when you 


had command of troops, did you become acquainted with any unified aggressive 


plans of the Fuehrer ? 

A Noy nevere 

Q Did you hear by any chance from conversation of such transactions ? 

A Noe 

Q What was your position in November of 1937 ? 

A In November of 1937 I was the commander of the Rifle ricade of the 
First Tank Divisione 

Q As you know, Hitler called a conference in the beginning of November, 
1937, with the commanders of the different army rroups, Hitler presented his 
plans for the future to the commanclers, 

I want to know whether you have received any orders after November 1937, 
from which it might be concluded that there were intentions of aggression 
against any neighboring country in such a manner that you as a commander of 
troops might suppose that politics had experienced a different changed course 
or that such change of course might appear at any time ? 

A Noy we have not had anything, nor had our training course been changed 
in anyway. The only thing is what I have seen here which taught me anything 
about this conference. 

Q Are you acquainted with the goals of the Wehrmacht in the Third Reich 
and what were these aims ? 

* Of course, I heard about the aims of the Wehrmacht in my capacity as 
chief of the army training sectione I think one would have to tell the chief 
of the training section these because the training, after all, was the defens- 
ive part of the armament. The goal which it tried to achieve was without any 
double meanting the creation of a Wehrmacht for the protection of the Reich. 
The officers crops knew without any question that was the reason for the 
increase of the army. In order not to starve the beginning Germany and in 


order to avoid a repetition of such events as, for instance, the occupation of 
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the Ruhr, which was a big burden on all of use I believe that we have done 
only our duty toward our country like every other officer in every country 
also¢e 

Q Were these aims influenced by party goals ? 

A The party had no influence on these goalse Perhaps they had put some 
pressure on us to worke I do not know where from but several times we were 
approached that the armistice was too heavy and to great a burden. I do not 
know exactly what the source was for that sort of thinge 

Q What was the relationship of the position of the Wehrmacht to the SA ? 

A The Wehrmacht and SA were entirely separate organizations and as I 
saw them thuse The SR and SA was unmilitary organizations It was not a milit- 
ary organization. However, in the time which is to say the time before the 
army attempted to take it's own military roady as far as I know Roehm intende 
to become Reichsfurhrer SS and organized the SR and the military and that is 
why the chief of the army s General Von Fritsch rejected any military training 
of the SAe 

Q Were there in existence any other influences or attempts to influence 
the Wehrmacht ? 


A TI do not believe that there were other influences in the army I can 


WN 


only testify to the army not the entire Wehrmacht. | | 


Q What was the relationship to the Waffen SS ? 09 

A. During the time I was chief of the training section of the army there 
was no such a thing as the Waffen SS as suche I think it was in 1936 that the 
organized SS started to organize single battalians of the SS. Wey by order of 
the Reich Minister Von DLomberg had to put our installations, such as engineer: 
and training areas at their disposal. General Von Fritsch and Von Mock both 
had it within their power to avoid such a situation, to have not granted the 
SS any training nor the Waffen SS who wanted help from use General Von Fritscl 
felt correctly that these incompetent things were a competition to the army. 
Nevertheless, statements were made several times that the army was the only 
institution to bear arms and the suspicions of Von Fritsch were a mistake, and 
in the end Von Fritsch was shown to be correcte 

Q What was the relationship of the Wehrmacht and the army to the power ? 

A Not always without friction. There were party members and its leaders 


who Looked with seriousness on it and it was looked on by the people on the 
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basis of a long tracition, On the other hand, there were incidents between the 
army sia Se aa and the party leaders in the several garrisons and possibly 
very severe criticism was voiced, particularly by the older commanders in the 
armye Quite a few incidents emanated from this, which always had to be dealt 
with acain and again, As far as I am personally concerned as a commander of 
a troop was concerned, I wish to state I had not experienced any major inci- 
dents « 

Q What was the attitude of the officerst corps toward Hitler ? 

A I do fot believe there was a single officer who did not back up Hitler 
in his extraordinary successese Hitler had lead Germany out of it's utmost 
misery, both politically and in it's foreign politics and economically. Every 
thought had revealed that and had to stand behind the Fuehrer and patriotism. 

Q Now violations against law were becoming very well known ? 

COLONEL NEAVE Is that a question, 

DR. LATERNSER We are now speaking about the attitude of the officers! 
corps toward Hitler and the question is to find out whether this attitude has 
been changed by the fact that violence and transgressions against the law had 
become known publiclye 

COLONEL NEAVE : I hadn't understood what the question wase 

WITNESS : 

A Durinz the first period these acts of violence and transzressions 
against law as we heard about them were Aebited to the account of heroism and 


itts accompanying appeals, and because it was heroism. 
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Later on we rejected such acts of heroism and transgression against the law, 


Q What was the attitude toward the treaty of Versailles ? 


A We officers in particular felt that the Treaty of Versailles consti- 


tuted an undue demand on Germany. The general feeline of the officers'corps 
was that basic parts of it had to be chanred, 

Q Was that change to be accomplished by war ? 

i Noy for us, particularly veterans of the first world war it was entire- 
ly impossible since we were acquainted with the terrors of war, However we, 
as members of the general staff, had enough records on hand to appreciate the 
sobriety of arms and the economic situetion of the surrounding countries as 
opposed to poor Germany. 

Q What were the attitudes of the officers toward the Polish question ? 

I wish to refer here to a statement submitted by the Prosecution, an affidavit 
signed by General Oberst Dlaskowitz, USA 537. General Dlaskowitz in this 
affidavit stated that the question of the Polish Corridor had to be solved, 
and if necessary, by the use of arms, He added in his affidavit that this 
attitude was bad, accordins to all officers, is that correct ? 

A First talking about the attitude to the Polish question I believe that 
the question of the Polish corridor was one of the mcs. essential points of 
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the Versailles Treaty. This question had to be solved soone’ I do not under- 
stand how General Oberst “laskowitz in connection with this «an talk about war 
any one who has experienced one world war on two or three fronts would not 
risk it again, poor as we were, with a two or three front war. I never heard 
of any such intention to make war, 

Q The officers thought in connection with this problem of the peaceful 
solution ? 

å I may say here that we were most hopeful of peaceful solutions, but 
with the State and press printing adds that our enemies too should make certai 
concessions regarding the Versailles Treatye 

Q Do you know the Denkschrift written by this General Von Deck ? 

A I do not know this report but I have heard of ite I do not believe oh 
it was possible to read it for the troop commanders, I know it!s contents fror 


the discussions abouts it and what the records said. 


Q In it Colonel General Von Beck stated that Germany could not possibly 
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A I believe that General Beck in his report expressed best the thoughts 
of us all, We were also very less colorful, not only militarily, but taking 
armament production into consideration, that even a one front war against our 
heavily armed neighbours would be most difficult, and also on two fronts would 
have been impossiblee 

Q According to your statements you were a member of the General Staff of 
the Supreme Command of the Army twice, from 1927 to 1931, and from 1933 to 
1937-2 You stated previously that you were the chief of the army training 
section from 1933 to 1937e During the first period of the activity certain 
decisions of Hitler took place, such as leaving the League of Nations, the 
Rhineland Occupation, and the declaration of the soverignty of the army. Now, 
I have the following question : Did you in your capacity as chief of one of 
the sections of the General Staff, did you take part in conferences, the aim 
of which were these decisions ? 

å No, I have never participated in any such a conference, nor do I know 
of any such conferencese 

Q How were you informed of such decisions ? 

A I have heard it in general through the Leavue of Nations, through the 
normal publicity service, and I remember in particular the publicity which was 
received by the Rhineland occupation, The Chief of the General Staff has 
called the section chiefs of the General Staff on the day of the occupation of 
the Rhineland. This conference started : Gentlemen : Two hours ago, two hour 
agzoy the first German troops have marched I remember this 
particularly, because at that time we were really astonished that is was 


possible. 
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to keep so silent in the ministry and in the supreme command of the arry. Ever 
we chiefs of the sections of the General Staff did not know anything avout it. 
Q Ead there arisen through the nethods of training a condition that a 
war wight be possible through these e vents? 
liay I illustrate explicitly on this point? 
Since you were in a key position for this training problei, yes. 
iiy section was in charge of the entire annual progran for the entire 


1, 


charre of cverythins Fluge was to undertake during the year, and 
furthermore it issued directives of special tasks of troops, and wre also issued 
directives for the different training troops, and for assistant leaders and fæ 
Commanders. I wasin charge of this training program from the years 1933 to 
1937, without ever having received during those four years even once a special 
action on anya ggressive intention. The x mhic d. over the directi 
wasi "The struggle of the minority against superior forces." I know that 
resistance, which is the way of fighting of the minority against superiority 
major practice of the army, so that General von Fritsch took measures 
in 1936. I have participated in conferences with Commanders and know that he 
stated, and I mention tl besides the delaying tactics, which only accomplishe 
a running away o 1e troor the holding and counter tactics also must be used. 
We cannot permit in case of an enemy attack the German land to be surrendered 
without a fight. 
Q Foy four years you were the teacher for assistant leaders? 
From 1927 to 1931. 
During this training was the special accent put on agg 
No, there was no special accent on aggressive “yarSe 


trained in aggressive tactics, and what we taught these commanders in the 


training courses, the foreign states themselves should very well know, Fortwo 
have had the highest and medium rate Russian leaders as pupils. An 
American Military Attache was also at my lectures. I think that all of these 
will be familiar with our training program as we put it into practicce 
Q Did other nations participate in such courses? 
A I have had Gocring as a pupil. Aftor the official resopening of the 
war acadeny I don't know of ny own knowledge but I believe that many monbers of 


AG cree 
LIVO 





UL 


other states were pupils there. 


Q Up to what yoar did the forcign officers attend the lccturcs? 


As far as I know up to and including the ycar 1939. 

Vere these assistant leaders also schooled politically? 

There were given political lectures. While I wns there I had 
invited General von Schleicher to talk, licmbers of the Government party also 
gave talks to the war ninistry. The purpose of these lectures was only to 
proriote the general education in order to be able to judce correctly the large 
charactcrse It was not possible for any special political training to be 
connected with it because the arny and the Wehrnecht were not political, 

Q I believe that the preceding witnesses have ordered sufficient 
testinony regarding the iichrmacht and the increase of the arny. shen did you 

the Cormander of the first tank division? 
fourth tank division, in tho fall before 1938, I started to re- 
r this tank division, 

this tank division at that tine ready for war? 

not at alls I have created the division fron nothins. 
Equipnent fran basic units wes given to ne by other troops and they were so 
fow and they came so slowly that at first the division could not be put up 
in its proper style. I was unable to put up a motor-cycle rifle battalion and 
a panze is at first. I was able to put torcether with preat labor an 
engineer company. The tank cquipment was cxceedinsly weak. 
at first no heavy modern tanks. They were only antiquated weak type of tanks 
Wailable to mee 

Q Was there, taking into consideration a possibly coming Polish campais: 
had your tank division been equipped and organized properly at great speed? 

A Not at all. The very difficult work or organizing this division was 
because a part of this division had to take part in the Czech invasion. Since 
the division was completely unready in its strength for this invasion I was 
able with great difficulty to organize at least a mixed brigade so that I could 
take part in the invasion of Czechoslovakia. With great difficulties in the 
commitment and I will say this to all, thank God there was no shooting. After 


this commitment the organization was continued for the Polish campaign without 
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sny specific soal known to me but perfectly normale Until then the order for 
he caritnent in the Polish canpaicn arrived as a surprisce In this 
comitnent too the division took part with the motorcycle battalion only, with 
one engincer company, and again with a ereat number of antiquated weak tanks. 


Q Under these circumstances what wos the attitude toward the Polish 


camaicn on your own part and the part of your troops? 
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Ae he troops, men and officers I may say tozether, felt that a solution 


of the Polish Corridor problem had become necessary. Besides every one was 
most impressed by violent measures beinz taken against German nationals in 

Poland which were publicized again and ac@in by radio and press, but as a 
matter of fact no one thouzht of a war av’ainst roland. Hitler had solved 
the Austrian and the Czech question without shedding any blood and every on 
thouzht the same would be | sible with Poland, and cranting that into the 
ernblins area suddenly the marchins of troops was called, and the genera 

Lved without any shedding of blood. 
of the Russian campaign í 

of the lst Tank Corpse 
General were you piven a command <= 
In March 192 I had the Third Tank ArMye efore that it was called 
croupe I was a commander from the becinnins of October 19ij1. 
As Comaander in Chief of the Third Tank army did you have a SD Com- 
you ? 


such a detach 


witness to clarify that 
cid not have an SD commando under him but that it was 
economic sense don't understand it. 
DR. LATERNS2R: I shall explain that in 
LATERNA 


uhat do we understand by that economic sense ? 


The econmic attachment here means the care and missions of water a 


asked him if £4 was under his command and he sa. 


DR. LATERNSER: The next question will c larify ite 
BY OR, La TERNSER.? 
Qe Who issued orders to the SD commando 
lve no “eiehsfunrer SS was the only authority that issue d orders to th 


SD and circwnscribed their activitiese ie were not permitted to issue cr 


sardine this committmcente 
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Qe Your statements conflict with the statements of the SS Führer Olandoz 
and conflict with the statements of the Police General and the Waffen SS 
Gencral bothe These witnesses stated that technically and administratively 

this was in every possible way subordinate to the Commander Groupe 
statements are falsee 
You stated previously that orders to the SD Commando were issued by 
Reichsfuehrer of the SS. Were you made acquainted with the contents of 
sir, the SD remained silent. 
you know anythin, about the murders with which the SD is charged 
Sir curing the war I heard of mass murders only in regard to the 
of thé suppression of the insurrection of the 
nave heard nothing of mass murder otherwise,. 
Due to the SD comnandos bein: in an economic way to your tr 
dic you have any possibility to exercise any influence on the activities c 
this SD Coumando ? 
aie I dià not have that possibility since Was ust made acquainted am 
hey dide Incidentally I believe that within the favor 


an army, the SD ccmmanco had very little effect. 


Because within my area of operations I was sole commander and the 
no businesSe 
A document which has been submitted says that 
atzgruppe å had particularly friendly relations with General Hoeppner, 
know of the sector General Hoeppner was in ? 
4 At the beginning of the Russian campaign Gene 
leader of my tank Civision, He was coming from 
the general direction of Leningrad, 
Qe Do you know anything about the Einsatzgruppe a which was committed 
to the Leningrad sectore 
e Nc, nothing is known to me about this Eins:+z ruppe A. because I had 
here to advance with a tank groupe. lie had an entirely different task than 


to worry about the SD in the rear, 
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Qe The Commander in Chief of an army, his day, I assume is plenty filled 
with military tasks which were essential while advancing ? 
4e It took night anc day in order to fulfill our tasks anc then if one 
da with one's troops in the front lines, there are reports to be worked 
on pertainin, to the oops, and one divests oneself of wl atever is unessenti 
for this life, 
Die ia TERNSER This chapter has been finished now and I con't want t 
g&o into another chapter. 
COLONEL NEAVSe I think we will adjourn now until monday mornin. 


(The Commission adjourned at 1300 hours.) 
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